
This was a party where I had to be ON the entire time, so I don't have many pictures to show for it. My 

son's birthday is a few weeks before Christmas, and the Polar Express is a big part of our Christmas 

celebration.  

Included in invitations were Polar Express tickets printed on gold paper (I could only find that paper 

online). They were supposed to bring their tickets in order to board, and boarding time was at 6:00 

sharp.  They had to arrive on time if they didn't want to be left behind!  Of course, we had extras in case 

people forgot theirs. 

They were also told to wear their pjs. 

Dad dressed as a conductor wearing a suit and a conductor-type hat purchased at a party store.  He 

greeted everyone at the door with "All Aboard" and hole punched their tickets as they arrived. 

Promptly we started the Polar Express movie on a projector.  We hung up a white sheet on the wall for it 

to be projected on.  When the Hot Chocolate song came on I enlisted the help of parents to serve the 

kids hot chocolate so they felt like they were a part of the movie. 

At 7:00 we stopped the movie for them to open the BIG present that had been sitting in front of the 

Christmas tree.  They drew numbers to determine what order they would open.  #1 opened first, and 

each box had a smaller wrapped box inside.  The final, small box was for the birthday boy. 

He opened his box and saw a jingle bell with a note that said “Ring me.” 

He shook the bell, and there was a knock at our door (dad was on the phone with our guest to let him 

know when to knock).  Birthday boy opened the door to see Santa with a big bag over his shoulder.  We 

had told Santa beforehand some cool things that just happened at school that week, so he impressed 

the birthday boy with his knowledge of him. 

Each kid got to sit on Santa’s lap and take a picture, and Santa had the birthday boy help pass out the 

small wrapped presents from his bag—small jingle bells with red ribbon tied on them.  We had someone 

take pictures of each kid and sent them later with Thank Yous. 

After Santa left, we had cake that looked like the present in the movie, and all food was “Christmasy.”  

We had homemade peppermint bark, green wraps placed on the platter in the shape of a Christmas tree 

with grapes placed in various areas to look like a Christmas tree and bagels with a green cream cheese 

spread sprinkled with chopped bell peppers to look like a Christmas wreath.  


